Three to Four Years
W hat should my child be able to do?

Hearing and Undersi‘onciing Taii(ing
e Hears you when you call from another room. o Talks about activities at school or at friends'
o Hears television or radio at the same loudness homes.
level as other fdmiiy members. e Talks about what happened during the day. Uses
(] Understands words for some coiors, like red, biue, about 4 sentences at a time.
and green ° Peopie outside of the fomiiy usuaiiy understand
e Understands words for some si'ldpes, like circle child's SPQGCI‘\-
and square e Answers simpie "who?", "what?", and "where?"
e Understands words for famiiy, like brother, questions.
grcmcimoi'her, and aunt o Asks when and how questions.

° Says ri‘\yming words, like hat-cat

e Uses pronouns, like I, you, me, we, and +i‘1ey

e Uses some piurai words, like toys, birds, and
buses

e Uses a lot of sentences that have 4 or more
words.

° Usuaiiy talks easiiy without repeating syiidbies or

WOI‘dS.

What can | do to i‘\eip?

e Cutout pictures from old cci‘aiogs. Then make siiiy pictures by giuing parts of different
pictures i'ogei'her in an improi:mioie way. For exampie, giue a picture of a dog to the inside
of a car as if the dog is driving. Heip your child expidin what is si||y about the picture.

e Sort pictures and items into categories, but increase the chaiienge ioy csi(ing your child to
point out the item that does not beiong in a category. For exampie, a bdby does not beiong
with a dog, cat and mouse. Tell your child that you agree with his or her answer because a
i:mioy is not an animal.

° Exponci vocqbuidry and the |eng+i‘1 of your child' s utterances by reading, singing, Jrc1||<ing

aboui‘ Wi‘ldi’ you are cioing ond wi*iere You are going, and scying ri‘iymes.



e Read books that have a simp|e p|o+, and talk about the story line with your child. He|p your
child to retell the story or act it out with props and dress-up clothes. Tell him or her your
favorite part of the story and ask for his or her favorite part.

o Look at fcmi|y pictures, and have your child exp|oin what is hdppening in each one.

e Work on comprehension skills by asking your child questions. Have him or her try to fool
you with his or her own questions. Make this game p|dyfu| by pre+ending that you have
been fooled by some of his or her rea”y hard questions.

° Expond on social communication and si'oryfe”ing skills by "qcﬁng out" +ypico| scenarios (e.g.,
cooking food, going to s|eep, or going to the doctor) with a dollhouse and its props. Do the
same type of ro|e-p|aying activity when p|aying dress-up. As a|ways, ask your child to
repeat what he or she has said if you do not understand it comp|e+e|y. This shows that what

he or she says is important fo you.

The above information was made available via the American Speech-Ldnguage
Heoring Association.




